
 

 A Publication of the Centralia United Methodist Church                                                        August 2018                                            Page   

August calendar: 
 

Sunday mornings:  We are so blessed to have our youth leading the children’s time during 8:30am worship! 
         Sunday School at 9:45am - we are also very blessed with a dedicated team of teachers  
   - please be sure to thank them. Students will continue in their current classes through  
   August; we will have Promotion Sunday/Rally Day in September, date TBA. 
  

Youth Group will meet at 11:00am on Sundays Aug. 5th and 19th - in the high school classroom.  
 For all youth in 6th-12th grades. 
 

Blessing of the Backpacks & School Supplies: Sunday Aug. 19th during both 8:30 and 11:00 worship. 
 Students, we invite you to bring your backpacks (with your supplies, if you like) for a Back-to-School  
 Blessing during worship (8:30 or 11:00) on Sunday, Aug. 19, 2018.  If you are in a sport/activity & have  
 equipment, musical instrument, etc. that you would also like to have blessed, please bring that also.  
 

Looking ahead: 
 

Sept. 22:  NextGen youth event in Columbia - see below. Then, lots of help will be needed that evening for  
 CUMC’s 60th Annual Fish Fry!  Nathan Chitwood is serving as coordinator, and it will be a fundraiser  
 for missions - which includes youth mission trips, etc. 
 

Sept. 28-29:  Festival of Sharing/YouthFest - a fun and educational hands-on mission event Friday evening -  
 Saturday. Only $5; space is limited to the first 80 youth to register, so check your calendars ASAP!  
 

Sept. 30:  “5th Sunday” - children and youth earn DOUBLE Bible Bucks by attending Sunday School and Worship! 
 

Oct. 7:  Start working on the Christmas Program - rehearsals will be during the first part of Sunday School time. 
 

Dec. 7:  “Polar Express Party” - all children and youth are invited to 
         climb aboard for an evening of holiday fun! 6 - 9 pm 
 

Dec. 9:  Christmas Program, 4:00pm, CUMC Sanctuary 
 

 

       July 10-13, 2019: “Love Well: Youth 2019”  www.Youth2019.com 
          

                      National United Methodist youth gathering that only happens every 
        4 years, and next year is in Kansas City! This event promises four days
            of discipleship, worship, Bible study, music, service opportunities  
                       and life-changing fun! For all youth in 6th-12th grades. 

 

 

C H I L D R E N ’ S   &   Y O U T H   c o n t i n u e d . . . 

Coming in September - Promotion 

Sunday/Rally Day: Sara and your 

Sunday School teachers are  

planning for an exciting new year! 

Our brand new Youth Choir  

continues to rehearse, and  

we hope to have them            

singing in worship soon! 

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministries:  Sara Haskell     573-682-4587     sara123haskell@gmail.com 

Missouri Conference: NextGen Ministries 
NextGen Academy 

Sept. 22 in Columbia, 9:30am-3:00pm      
https://nextgenumc.org 

The Missouri Conference of the UMC has identified missional leaders as their essential priority. Missional leaders are intentionally 
growing in Christ in order to serve with vision and hope for the Christian community. A disciple becomes a missional leader as  
they identify others, who identify others, who practice following Christ. Missional leaders are freed to lead in the context of their 
community, local church and beyond. To identify these missional leaders, Next Generation Ministries has created the NextGen  
Academy to be an environment for students and young adults to discover and grow in their faith alongside friends and  
mentors during quarterly events. Students will explore spiritual gifts, leadership development, service and mission.  
 

The first event of the 2018-2019 school year will focus on discovering spiritual gifts. As a youth, people may often say to you                    
“You’ve got your whole life ahead of you!”  Wouldn’t it be great to have some clues for what to do with your life? The Clifton 
Strengths tool is one way to help us do just that. You’ll get a code, take an assessment, and find out how God has uniquely  
gifted you. If you’re wanting to grow in your leadership, you’re coming to the right place.  You’re invited to find out how to  
live into who God has made you to be.  Afternoon session led by Adam Mustoe, son of Brent Mustoe (CUMC pastor 1987-91). 
 

This exciting new free program will enable youth ages 13-18 from across the state to grow in their faith amongst a community 
of curious Christians just like you! Once you are  registered, a personalized StrengthFinders code will be sent to your email to 
be completed, printed, and brought with you the day of the event. Lunch provided. Registration closes at noon Sept. 14. 
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♥           I N   L O V I N G   M E M O R Y           ♥ 

       Merritt Miller Beck III    December 8, 1952 - June 3, 2018 
 

Merritt Miller Beck III, 65, of Centralia, MO, passed away on June 3, 2018 after a lengthy illness. 
Services were held at 11:00 AM, Wednesday, June 6, 2018 at the Centralia United Methodist Church 
with burial following in the Centralia City Cemetery.  
 

Merritt was born to the late Dr. M.M. Beck and Dorothy Smith Beck in Farmington, Missouri on  
December 8, 1952. Growing up in Bismarck, MO, Merritt graduated from Bismarck High School in 1971. 
After attaining a journalism degree from the University of Missouri-Columbia in 1975, Merritt went on  
to obtain his law degree from the University of Missouri-Columbia in 1978.  
 

Merritt joined the law firm of Ausmus & Ausmus in 1978. In 1982 he was made a partner, and the firm changed its  
name to Ausmus, Ausmus & Beck. During the 38 years he practiced law, Merritt served the City of Centralia as city  
attorney for 36 of those years. 
 

Merritt was active in his community, serving in various offices of the Jaycees, and Kiwanis Clubs. He was a man of strong 
faith and an active member of the Centralia United Methodist Church, where he was a member of the annual conference 
for many years. Merritt loved music and played drums and sang with the Praise Team. His outreach ministries included 
doing legal work for Habitat for Humanity for over 20 years, raising awareness for the Mozambique Initiative and helping 
Camp Jo-Ota with legal matters. 
 

Merritt was an avid Mizzou sports fan, holding season football tickets for over 40 years. He spent many hours following 
Cardinals baseball. 
 

He will be deeply missed by his wife Ann of 37 years, son, Brian Beck and wife Hannah; daughter, Rachel (Beck) Gillaspie 
and husband Cody; sister Julie Beck; brother-in-law, Eric McClure and wife Janet; mother-in-law, Thelma McClure;                      
nieces, Shelly Bird (Eric), Carrie Fink (Kyle), and Melanie Setser (Justin). 
 

Memorial donations are suggested to the Centralia United Methodist Church (P.O. Box 108, Centralia, MO 65240)  
or the Show-Me Central Habitat for Humanity (1906 Monroe St., Columbia, MO 65201). Arrangements by Fenton  
Funeral Chapel, Centralia, Missouri. 

       Joanna C. Sappington    October 10, 1930 - June 11, 2018 
 

Joanna C. Sappington, 87, Sturgeon, MO, passed away Monday, June 11, 2018 at Sturgeon  
Rest Home in Sturgeon, MO. She was born October 10, 1930 in Sturgeon, MO, the daughter  
of the late Edward and Lillie Mae (Lamb) Clayton. On June 26, 1948, she was united in  
marriage to Paul Sappington, Jr. Paul preceded her in death on July 17, 2000. 
 

She will be sadly missed and lovingly remembered by two daughters, Becky Sappington Berry of  
Mexico, MO, and Susan Sappington of Kansas City, MO; one son, James Paul Sappington and his wife  
Robin of Queen City, MO; daughter-in-law Sally Palmer; three sisters Mildred, Mary and Barbara; eight  
grandchildren Jessica, Ginger, Lauren, Caitelin, Diana, Kyle, Erik and Brett; five great grandchildren; other relatives  
and many dear friends. In addition to her parents and husband, one son Ken Sappington, and one brother,  
Jimmie Clayton, preceded her in death. 
 

Joanna first worked cleaning homes and as a florist. Later she worked 34 years for the University of Missouri in the  
Admissions Department. She was a member of the Centralia United Methodist Church and volunteered through the 
church at Heritage Hall Nursing Center. She enjoyed sewing, gardening, flowers, reading, long walks outdoors and  
spending time with her family. 
 

Memorial services were held at 6:00 pm Tuesday, June 19, 2018 at the Centralia United Methodist Church in Centralia, 
MO. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Alzheimer’s Association, c/o Oliver Funeral Home,  
P.O. Box 125, Centralia, MO 65240. Condolences may also be made to the family at www.oliverfuneralhome.net 

 

 

N O T E S   O F   T H A N K S   &   F A R E W E L L 

    “I can accept failure. Everyone fails at                                                                                                                                      
a        something. But I can't accept not trying.”  -  Michael Jordan 
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A D M I N I S T R A T I V E   B O A R D   N E W S 

Budget Report - 2018 

January - June Income and Expense - General Fund - 2018 
 2018  January-    Monthly  

Description  Budget   June  %  Budget  

INCOME    $19,833.96 

YTD Non Designated 
Income  $  238,007.50   $       104,522.72  43.9%  $       119,003.75  

EXPENSE     

Total Payroll  $  143,281.30   $         70,604.00  49.3%  

Total Office Expense  $    14,231.00  $           9,038.47  63.5% *  

 Total Loan Pmts  $      2,000.00   $           2,569.22  128.5%  

Insurance  $      9,000.00   $           4,943.65  54.9%  

Total Utilities  $    12,600.00   $           7,172.70  56.9%  

Bldg & Grounds   $      8,400.00   $           4,662.19  55.5%  

Education & Conf.  $      6,700.00   $           1,628.64  24.3% *  

Total Worship  $      3,030.00   $           1,870.63  61.7%  

Outreach/Ministries  $      6,500.00   $           1,584.09  24.4% *  

Apportionmnts  $    28,139.00   $         14,069.50  50.0%  

Capital Maintenance  $                   -     $           7,000.00    

Total Budget to                 
Actual Expense  $  238,007.50   $       121,966.15  51.2%  $        19,155.40  

  Income   Expense  Shortage  

2018 Totals  $  104,522.72  $       121,966.15  $17,443.43  

     Jan-June Budget  

 Inc Under Budget   Exp Over Bgt    $      119,003.75  

  $        14,481.03  $         2,962.40                 50% 
 

 
 
 

M I S S O U R I   A N N U A L   C O N F E R E N C E   2 0 1 8 

Annual Conference was held in Springfield, MO, June 9-11, 2018.  Each of the 780 churches in Missouri is represented by 
clergy and lay members (1300+ total) to conduct the business of the church, worship, pray, receive instruction and inspiration 
to make disciples for Jesus.  We met from Friday morning to Sunday afternoon with time off to eat and sleep only! This was 
one day shorter than previous years, so the sessions were a little longer to accomplish that. Helen, Berniece, Pastor Bill and  
I attended the events, sessions and workshops.  The theme of this year’s conference was Freed2Lead, and the emphasis was 
on developing leaders in the church and reaching out to new people. 

 

Bishop Farr gave a message about the events taking place at General Conference regarding sexuality and 
gender issues that the church faces. The Council of Bishops will issue a report on July 18 that summariz-
es their work. There are three proposals and we will find out more about them at that time. The Special 
General Conference in St. Louis next February will decide which of the three to recommend to the  
general Church in 2020.  
 

Bishop Farr pointed out that there is no solution that will satisfy everyone.  He was passionate in his 
desire to “keep us all together” by focusing on and carrying out the mission of the church. His goal is  
to find a way for Missouri United Methodists to remain in spiritual community despite our theological 
differences.  In the past we have solved theological differences in many ways.  Some of the issues  
include whether you can be divorced, use tobacco, dance, use alcohol, play cards, issues of abortion, 
women in ministry, pews or chairs, printed hymnals or on line, robes or not for clergy, hats for women, 

                                 etc, etc. So, Methodists have always disagreed! 
     

Trustees/Building & Grounds:  
 Carpet replacement in narthex (gathering area) and hallways is underway. Preschool rooms are done. Steve Hahn  
 is leaving for military deployment/training at the first of August for one year. Steve Ingebritson has been appointed  
 as the Interim Trustee Chairperson. He may be contacted by cell phone at 660-833-9080. 
 

Finance: 
 Per the budget report below, our income is running behind by about $14,000, and expenses are about $3,000 over 
 budget. Please prayerfully consider your financial giving to our church. 
 

Staff Parish Relations: 
 Church/Charge Conference paperwork is due mid-September. Possible conference dates are Sept. 30, Oct. 7,  
 Oct. 14, and Pastor Bill has volunteered us to possibly host our cluster group conference.  
 

General: 
 For his teaching time, Pastor Bill shared from the article, “Meetings that Matter,” in the August issue of Missouri     
       Methodists, written by Cody Collier, Special Assistant to the Bishop for Leadership Development. While this  
      question was posed to those leading meetings, it is really important for each of us to consider in all aspects  
      of church work and ministry: “Will this make a difference in the mission and witness of our church?”  
 Lay Leader Bill Grace is working to ensure that our annual Fish Fry tradition continues - 60th annual this year! 

* Budget report notes: 
  

Office Expense is showing over,  
while Education and Outreach  
are showing under.  
 

We’ve got several credit card  
charges (ie. VBS) showing in  
Office Expense that need to be 
moved to correct the categories. 

Continued on next page... 
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  a60th Annual Fish Fry! 

 
 

C O M M U N I T Y   A N D   C O M I N G   U P 

Centralia, MO Police Department presents: 

Can you believe it? Sixty years of having an                
annual fish fry here at Centralia UMC. 
 WOW - that is an accomplishment! 

 

We’re going to mix it up a bit this year and go with  
a September date, which will hopefully be cooler  

for our fish fryers, and get beyond the busy  
back-to-school time in August. 

 

So mark your calendar for Saturday, Sept. 22nd! 
 

Nathan Chitwood has volunteered to serve 
as coordinator again this year, and plans are  

well under way for another great meal.  
 

Lots of help will be needed, so please 
watch announcements closer to time, and                 
keep this CUMC tradition in your prayers. 

 

Invite your family and friends for a fun 
evening of good food and fellowship! 

 

Contacts: Church Office and Nathan Chitwood,  
573-424-1775, natewood@aol.com 

First Christian Church of Centralia is looking for a Director for their PASS/TUSC Program. The director position is a year-round 
position providing direct care and supervision for children Kindergarten - 4th Grade. Director hours vary to fit the direct needs    
of the program as well as the time of the year. See flyer on CUMC bulletin board, or contact FCC for more details. 682-3215. 

   Join Team Annabelle! The Boone County Fire Protection District is doing a t-shirt fundraiser in support of  
  Annabelle Mueller and her family. She is a sweet 1 year old who recently suffered a severe head injury  
  in a fall. Steve Hahn worked with her father Danny through the fire department. Youth shirts $10, adults  
  $20. Details & order forms are available on the church bulletin board or from the office. We will collect 
  orders in the church office until Aug. 13th; cash payment required at time of order. 

 Aug. 4      Dysart Family in concert at Assembly of God, 229 S. Allen St, 6:00pm. www.dysartfamilymusic.com 
 Aug. 9      The Caring People - Single Moms Group, 6:15-7:30pm at First Christian Church. Callie, 573-823-9698 
Aug. 10     Fun Family Fishing Night at Jefferson Farms, Columbia. 6-8pm. jefferson.missouri.edu, 573-239-6134 
Aug. 12     Purple Prayer Sunday - Relay for Life     www.RelayForLife.org     1-800-227-2345 
Aug. 11     Bingo Night at the Senior Center!  Corner of Allen & Bruton Streets. Doors open at 5:00pm. 
Aug. 18     PIG ROAST w/ food, live music, fireworks & more, Pleasant Grove UMC, Auxvasse, 5:00pm 
Aug. 25     Centralia Relay for Life 2018 - City Square, 2:00-10:00pm     www.facebook.com/rflcentralia 
Sept. 8       BBQ Fun-Raiser for S.M.A.R.T. program, auction, raffle, entertainment. at Nic & Noah’s, starts at 6pm. 
Sept. 15     Benefit for Tanner & Mariah (Myers) Littrell, Catholic Multipurpose Bldg; meal, entertainment, etc. 5pm. 

MO Annual Conference Report continued... 
 

Bishop Farr said, “Despite all of this, Sunday is still coming, we are still the church, the body of Christ is made of many parts.” 
 

Last year we passed 5 constitutional amendments but only 2 of them passed worldwide.  One of those had errors in language 
and we had to re-vote. Business sessions were interspersed with the Commissioning, Memorial and Ordination services  
where 8 elders were commissioned and 2 additional were recognized for service. 
 

The conference budget (which is supported by our apportionments) was set at a decrease of 0.3%.  There were 15 churches 
closed since last Annual Conference, including UMC in Ashland.  Nearly 98% of Mid-State District churches paid their appor-
tionments in full, while 89% of the churches throughout the state paid their apportionments in full.  Twenty-one churches  
paid over 100% of their apportionments.  Our Mid-State District had the highest percentage of churches paying their  
apportionments in full.  We attended workshops on Growing Rural Churches and Managing a Successful Ministry with  
Volunteers.  Both were well attended and generated good ideas. 
 

        During the conference, there was considerable discussion on mission work in Puerto Rico due to the devastation 
         from Hurricane Maria last year. This would be an excellent mission trip for us and there are people from  
       Sturgeon/Riggs that went with us to Haiti that want to go. (Also see “Aid for Puerto Rico” on page 3). 
  

Sunday morning, we had Sunday School and Church.  Sunday afternoon after a short business session, we had communion               
and Bishop Farr fixed the appointments of pastors for the next year.  We are pleased that Bill & Helen will remain in Centralia! 
 

Annual Conference is a great experience.  It motivates and inspires both clergy and laity to “Make Disciples for Jesus Christ to 
Transform the World”.  Thanks again for allowing me to be your Lay Member to Annual Conference.  Contact me if you have 
any questions about the proceedings.                  
                                                      

Russ Greene      rcg14@outlook.com      573-808-0992                                                                                                                    
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Happy Birthday 
Emily Greene 
David R. Seiler 
Jeffrey Colvin 
Kathy Lumb 
Shirley Harper 
Dawn Crocker 
David E. Seiler  
   (David & Ruth Ann’s grandson) 

David Wilkins 
Caitlin Spears 
John Yocum IV 
Fritz Schnarre 
Linda Marshall 
Lindy Marlay 
Ellie Reynolds 
Eleanor Meeker 
Doug Hindersmann 
Holly (Sweezer) Cammarata 
Jordan Ohl 

12 
 
 
14 
 
15 
17 
 
 
 
19 
20 
21 
 
22
23 
 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
 
30 
 

  1 
 
 
  3 
  4 
 
 
   

  5 
  6 
 
  7 
  8 
 
 
 
  9 
10 
11 

Happy Anniversary 
Kevin & Amanda Erisman 
Doug & Lisa Sebastian 
 

John & Shana Rinehart 
Scott & Suzanne Long 
Tom & Lenora Fair 
Gene & Betsy Timmerberg 
 

Mark & Michele Schulte 
Jim & Jody Ausmus 
Jim & Doris Dace 
 

Ivan & Nancy Sweezer 
Tom & Lou Beasley 
A.C. & Cindy Cummins 
 

Keith & Sandy Schnarre 
Ed & Ernestine Dunstan 
Jim & Barb Matteson 

  1 
 
 

  2 
  5 
  6 
  7 
 

14 
16 
 
 

17 
18 
23 
 

27 
30 
 

Cindy Cummins 
Karen Colvin 
Sue Watson 
Sadi King 
John Bargar 
Tom Harrison 
Carlie Ann Cummins 
John Dawkins 
John Mellor 
Russell Chrisman 
Heidi Bubela 
Judy Hamilton 
Dot Timmerberg 
Reece Strawn 
Bishop Bob Farr 
Tiffany Huenefeldt 
Dominic Caples 
Sofia Grace 
Jarvis Brink  
Raegan Rinehart 
Dale Beasley 
Ginny Guinther 
Ted Crigler 
Steve Hahn 
Donna Bingham 
Angela Sapp 

 

If your birthday or anniversary, or anyone of our 
church family, has inadvertently been left off  

of these lists, please contact the office. 

 

O U R    C H U R C H    F A M I L Y   c o n t i n u e d . . . 

  

 Centralia United Methodist Church, 
 

 Thank you so much for providing the bereavement  

 dinner for us after Kathy/Mom’s services. The food  

 was greatly appreciated as well as going above and  

 beyond and bringing it to us.  

         Love, 

         Mike Colvin, Codi Colvin, 

         Nikki Banta & Family 

  

Save the Date: CMU Praise Band Community Concert  
 

Evening of Oct. 21st - at Centralia UMC!  
 

Concert & Meal - presented by CUMC and First Christian Church. 
 

Join us to enjoy the talented musicians from Central Methodist University! 
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