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The season of Lent began on February 26 this year, the day after Mardi Gras. Mardi Gras  
is considered a feast day, a day of celebration before the forty days of Lent. Lent is tradi-
tionally viewed as a time of personal and communal reflection, penitence, and particularly 
sacrifice – looking toward the ultimate sacrifice Jesus made for us on Good Friday. 
 

When I hear the word sacrifice, I automatically think of giving up something important to 
me. Perhaps chocolate, or movies, or potato salad. I don’t want my sacrifice to be too hard 
though – that would certainly inconvenience me. Therein lies the problem. I’m focusing on 
myself, not on anyone else, and definitely not on my relationship with God. 
 

What I’ve learned of God tells me that my focus isn’t where it should be. God has some-
thing different in mind. The people of the Bible were following the sacrifice rituals and 
schedules that were important to their tradition. That tradition was created to help them 
focus their lives on God and on their relationships with each other. It was created to help 
them unlearn the ways of captivity and slavery that they had endured for generations  
and to know God cared for them. 
 

Yet the prophet Micah tells us people began to consider sacrifices as a way to earn God’s 
love. They could not fathom the fact that God loved them already, and that the teachings  
of Moses were a gift of God’s love. Even today we have a tendency to think we have to  
do something for God before God will love us. That subtle shift in thinking is what got  
them in trouble. 
 

When God put them on trial in Micah 6, they suggested the most elaborate and precious 
sacrifices they could think of. But God replied there was a different sacrifice that was  
pleasing to the Lord. Simply put, it was the offering of oneself and their community of  
faith to do justice, love kindness, and remembering that they were walking in God’s  
presence, all the time. 
 

What a concept! Do something for others because God loves us instead of doing some-
thing for others so that God loves us.  
 

Yet that’s the way God works. God simply loves us, so much that Jesus became one of us  
to prove how much love God has for us. And died for us. And was raised for us! 
 

So, since God already loves us, we can offer the gift of love to others on God’s behalf.  
What a great sacrifice for Lent. 
 

Blessings on the journey,

   I N S I D E    T H I S    I S S U E 
 

“As a member of this  
congregation, I will faithfully  

participate in its ministries by:  
 

715 Prayer ……………..…….………….. 7 
Women’s Prayer Group…………..… 7 
Caring Corner (Prayer List)........... 8                       
 

Worship Schedule: 
   Mar. 29 - Fifth Sunday! 
   The Season of Lent..............……. 2 
Children & Youth Ministries: 
   Online Lenten Calendar, 
   Music, Camps & More….....….….3 
   Dinner & Auction Recap............ 4  
Adult Sunday Class info. …..………. 4  
U.M. Women Mar. 3....................7 
Emmaus Weekends ……………..….. 7         
 

  
 

New! Stephen Ministry................ 6 
Missions & Outreach:    
 

   UMCOR Sun. Mar. 22, 
   Free Café Meal Mar. 25, 
   Festival of Sharing 2020.............9 
Lay Servant Courses................... 11 
 

Pastor’s Message …..………….…......1  
Our Church Family: 
   Birthdays & Anniversaries, 
   Contact Info. Updates,  
   For Sale, & Prayer Shawls.......... 5 
   In Loving Memory ………………….. 6 
Lent Photo-a-Day Challenge......... 9 
 

Bulletin Board:  
   Wise Words from Wesley.......10 
   Community Events...................10  
 

March 2020 Calendar……………… 12 

Rev. Bill Schnackenberg, pastorbillcumc@gmail.com, 573-397-8901 

 “               ” 

 

Pastor Bill’s Word of the 
Month for March,  

for prayer and reflection: 

? 
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  Sunday,  March  1         First Sunday in Lent - Communion Sunday   
                                 Genesis 2:15-17, 3:1-7; Romans 5:12-19; Matt. 4:1-11 
                    Pastor Bill’s message: “Facing the Enemy” 
        
  Sunday, March 8           Second Sunday in Lent - Daylight Saving Time Begins!   
         ~ Girl Scout Sunday - Welcome Girl Scouts & families ~ 

      Genesis 12:1-4a; Romans 4:1-5, 13-17; John 3:1-17   
      Pastor Bill’s message: “Mysteries of Life” 
 

  Sunday, March 15       Third Sunday in Lent  
      Exodus 17:1-7; Romans 5:1-11; John 4:5-42 
      Pastor Bill’s message: “New Outlooks” 
       

  Sunday, March 22        Fourth Sunday in Lent - UMCOR Sunday 
           Special UMCOR Offering - see page 9 
       1 Samuel 16:1-13; Ephesians 5:8-14; John 9:1-41 
       Pastor Bill’s message: “Didn’t You Listen?” 

  

      Sunday, March 29       * 5th Sunday! One Worship Service at 10:00 am * 
 

       Fifth Sunday in Lent - Ezekiel 37:1-14; Romans 8:6-11; John 11:1-45 
       Pastor Bill’s message: “Releasing the Fetters”  
       We’re working on some special things for this 5th Sunday - stay tuned! 

 

         Sunday School at 8:30 am; Food & Fellowship at 9:30am. 
       Children & Youth earn Double Bible Bucks! 

As Lent begins I pray, Lord, that you will help it be a season  
 

of spiritual growth for me and for your whole church. Amen.  
 

Join us for worship on Sunday mornings: 
 

Casual Service at 8:30am, Traditional Service at 11:00am. 
 

(except for “5th Sundays” - see March 29th info. below) 

The church/liturgical calendar:  
 

There are six distinct periods of Christian observances, with each focusing on a different aspect of the Christian experience  
and tradition. The six seasons are: Advent, Christmas, Epiphany/The Season After Epiphany, Lent, Easter and The Season  
After Pentecost. 
 

Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays, which begins with Ash Wednesday (Feb. 26 this year) and ends on Holy 
Saturday (April 11 this year). This period of time in the life of the church emphasizes our human mortality and need to return 
to God from our waywardness. This season is a preparation for celebrating Easter, and is often also used as time to prepare  
for baptism or confirmation. 
 

Though the date of Easter varies, the majority of the Lenten season occurs during March each year. In fact the word Lent 
comes from the Anglo-Saxon words lenctentid (meaning “March”) and lencten (meaning “spring”). Have you noticed that the 
altar clothes and banners in the sanctuary change, and change color, throughout the year? Color is an important part of the 
liturgical calendar, as a way to visually connect us with the various themes. The liturgical color for Lent is purple, which is  
associated with royalty (Christ our King) as it was a more expensive color to dye. Over time, it came to represent penance. 
 

The forty days represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his 
ministry. Lent is a time of repentance, and preparation for the coming of Easter.  It is a time of self-examination and reflection. 
In the early church, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for baptism by new  
converts and then became a time of penance by all Christians. Today, Christians focus on  
relationship with God, growing as disciples and extending ourselves, often choosing to give  
up something or to volunteer and give of ourselves for others. A fantastic way to look at  
Lent is that it is a journey of preparation for following the way of Jesus! 
 

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each Sunday represents a "mini- 
Easter" and the reverent spirit of Lent is tempered with joyful anticipation of the Resurrection. 
 

For more information, the UMC website has many resources: www.umc.org/en/what-we- 
believe/umc-topics/seasonal, as does the Upper Room website: www.upperroom.org/ 
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C H I L D R E N ’ S   &   Y O U T H   M I N I S T R I E S 

Dates to remember this month, and coming up: 
 

*  Sundays: Church at 8:30am & 11 am, Sunday School at 9:45am 
            - except Mar. 29 is a 5th Sunday, so Sunday School  
  at 8:30am, Church at 10:00 am! 
 
 

*  Contemporary Worship Songs for 8:30 service!  
        During Lent (beginning Sunday March 1st) we will   
            sing a contemporary worship song during the  
          offering time, with the Youth helping to lead the  
          singing helping the congregation learn the songs! 
 

*  Youth Band Rehearsals at 6:30pm on Wednesdays. 
 
 

*  Time to think about summer church camp!  Many options between  
        Camp Jo-Ota (www.campjo-ota.org) and the Missouri Conference camps    
        (www.nextgencamps.org). CUMC can provide scholarships for children  
        and youth of our church.  One of the closest options will be the Ignite  
        Mobile Camp at Pleasant Grove UMC in Hatton, Aug. 3 - 7 (see below)  
 
 

*   Palm Sunday: April 5.     * Good Friday: April 10.      * Easter Sunday: April 12. 

Online Lenten Calendar for Children, Youth & 
Families!  www.upperroom.org/Lent 

 

A fun and easy way for your family to connect with a  
daily Lenten message and activity, and links to more  

ideas and resources for your spiritual journey. 
 

You can sign up to have each day’s topic e-mailed  
directly to you, too! 

Director of Children’s & Youth Ministries:   

Sara Haskell  

sara123haskell@gmail.com,  

573-682-4587 

Ignite Mobile Camp @ Pleasant Grove UMC - Hatton! 
 

August 3 - 7, 2020 day camp for ages 6 - 12.   
 
 

Ignite pairs high-energy fun with gospel centered worship that  

will leave your camper excited about living their life for Jesus! 

Kids will have a blast with the wide range of activities like  
inflatables, rock walls, Gaga ball, singing & dancing to silly  

songs, fun Bible lessons & much more! Learn more at:  

nextgencamps.org/camp/pgumc/ 
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“For most of us, the great danger is not that  
we will renounce our faith, it is that we  

will become so distracted and rushed and  
preoccupied that we will settle for a mediocre 

version of it. We will just skim our lives  
instead of actually living them.”  

 
 

- John Ortberg, The Life You’ve Always Wanted 

A D U L T    S U N D A Y    S C H O O L    C L A S S E S 

 

* Bible Study Class * 
 

Studying the Bible alone is helpful for personal 
devotional times, but make sure your Bible                 

study can involve others, too. Many times other 
people will have the same sorts of questions 

about the Bible that you will have. As a result, 
studying and discussing the Bible with other               

believers will help everyone grow in their faith. 
 

Studying the Bible can be a lifelong adventure.  
It contains both simple and practical insights,  

but also profound and moving  insights that will 
help Christians of all kinds grow in their faith. 
So come join our Bible study as we have just 

started the book of Proverbs!  (Classroom  
in Fellowship Hall) Contact: Beth Crum, 

bcrum@jcmg.org, 682-2655 

* Town & Country Sunday School Class * 

        
 

This group, which is generally retired folks and those who are  
“empty-nesters,” shares the leadership and teaching, with various  

current topics and our Christian response to them. ALL are welcome  
to come, learn and share their thoughts and ask questions in an  

accepting environment.  The coffee will be on - join us!    
 

Contacts:  Ed & Bev Reynolds,  
682-3310, edbev@centurytel.net 

Bill & Cathi Grace, 682-2812, 
bgrace4@hotmail.com 

* Urban & Rural Sunday School Class * 
 

We invite you to attend the Urban & Rural Class while your children  
attend their class (9:45am). This class enjoys studying and discussing a  

variety of topics (parenting, marriage, work, etc.) from a Christian view-
point, and usually with lots of humor! We look forward to seeing you!   

(Class attendance tends to be younger adults and/or those raising                          
kids, but ALL are welcome) Class led by Keith & Sandy Schnarre,                                         

573-682-2936 (home phone), email: schnarre@bessi.net 
 

We will begin a DVD series, Resolving Everyday Conflict. 

 
 
 

 

             Mar.   1    Facing the Flames of Conflict, DVD #1 
 

          Mar.   8    Launching Kids into their Teen Years 
 

          Mar. 15    A New Way of Thinking,  
    DVD #2 
 

          Mar. 22    Blended Families:  
   Faith Traditions and 
     Kids Testing Your Love 
 

          Mar. 29    Go to Higher Ground,   
    DVD #3 

THANK YOU! - 8th Annual Dinner & Auction Recap 

Many, many thanks to everyone who supported our 8th Annual Dinner & Auction to benefit our Children’s & Youth  
Ministries through prayer, donations, volunteering, attending the event, bidding and buying! This year’s event was  
as successful as ever, with $750 being donated to the Youth & Friends Mission Team for the meal, and the auction  
grossing right around $6,500! 
 

 Special thanks to: 
 Amy Fair, Auction Coordinator 
 Caleb Marquette and Sam Fair, Auctioneers 
 Jerry Foresee, Auctioneer Assistant 
 Sam Sudbrock, Master of Ceremonies 
 Mandy Lafferty & Amy Fair, Auction Clerks 
 Tina Ray, Audio/Visual 
 Seth Lafferty, Youth Coordinator for Auction 
 Sara Haskell, Bible Bucks Auction Attendant 
 All of our Donors and Buyers! 

Youth & Friends Mission Team for the delicious meal! 
Banta Family  Ann Beck        
Chitwood Family Greene Family 
Guinther Family  Steve & Naomi Hahn  
Drew Hahn Family Haskell Family   
Lafferty Family  Nix Family 
Pavlak Family  Greg & Tina Ray 
Mary Ann Sander Sandy Schnarre 
Nancy Sweezer   Pastor Bill & Helen Schnackenberg 

      Above: Auctioneers Sam Fair and Caleb Marquette, youth Breanna  
  Dollens displaying an auction item. Right: Sam Fair getting some super  
cute auctioneering assistance from Liam Dollens; M.C. Sam Sudbrock; youth Gracie Banta in the foreground. 
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15 
 
16 
 
 
17 
18 
 
19 
20 
22 
23 
 
 
24 
26 
27 
 
 
 
28 
 
 
29 
30 
 
31 

Janice Jacobson 
Jeanne Shellabarger 
Harry Jesse 
Jake Gudde 
Nick Romine 
Gene Timmerberg 
Christa Ohl 
Brian Crocker 
Lisa Sebastian 
Anthony Wilkerson 
Abby Sudbrock 
E. Ray Bingham 
Jackson Van Eps 
Cooper Chrisman 
Helen Riley 
Jessica (Jacobson) Jamena 
Lisa (Trask) Slap 
Callie Timmerberg 
Debbie Wilkerson 
Greg Seiler 
Jamie Precht 
Monica Smith 
Charlotte (Logan) Hinten 
Vanessa Hamilton 
Ella Pearson 
Evan Banta 
Karen Sander 
Jim Matteson 

  1 
  6 
  8 
13 
14 
18 
19 
23 
26 
31 

1 
2 
3 
4 
 
 
5 
6 
 
9 
10 
 
 
 
 
12 
 
 
 

Jamie Long 
Josh Cummins 
Brynn Markowski 
Kyle Haskell 
Payton Harris 
 

Eli Jamena 
Jon Hillis 
Barb Broyles 
Mandy Lafferty 
Ed Sneed 
Mallory Hahn 
Cindy (Clutter) Harris 
Nancy Brink 
Sandra Eppinger 
Blaine Arp 
Brenda (Clutter) Van Eps 
Jerry Forsee 
Ben Jennings 

Bill & Cathi Grace (51st) 
Mike & Jennifer Watson 
Rick & Susan Gressman 
Jason & Sara Haskell  
Drew & Kayla Zoellers 
Don & Carmen Oberlag 
Bill & Helen Schnackenberg 
Clayton & Betty Jo King (58th) 
Michael & Melissa Clutter 
Ted & Nadine Lorts  

 

♥  ♥  ♥      O U R     C H U R C H     F A M I L Y      ♥  ♥  ♥  

Happy Anniversary 
Happy Birthday 

 

CONTACT INFO. UPDATES 
 

Crystal Bridgman 
7859 NW Roanridge Rd. #7859A 

Kansas City, MO 64151-5223 
 

Rev. Floyd & Yvetta Gudde 
flyvet1986@gmail.com 

 

Naomi (Ballard) Hahn 
chaostobeauty@yahoo.com 

 

Kane & Tiffany Holloway 
847 E. Gano Chance 
Centralia, MO 65240 

(Tiffany is the Panther Cub Club Director) 
 

Diann Vinton 
107 N. Hickman Street 
Centralia, MO 65240 

(573) 969-0236 (don’t dial the “573”) 

 
 

Daylight Saving Time                
begins Sunday,  

Mar. 8th. Remember  
to “spring forward”  
one hour Saturday                  

evening, March 7th! 

If your birthday or anniversary, or someone else 
of our church family, has inadvertently been  

left off of these lists, PLEASE call or email                            
the church office with that information! 

Jesus said, “Away with you, Satan! For it is written, ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve only him.’ ” 
Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. - Matthew 4:10-11 (NRSV) 

 
 

What is a Prayer Shawl? A prayer shawl is a “wearable hug”  
crafted with love and intent from maker to recipient. Love and 

prayers are imbued in the shawl with each stitch. Several of  
       our Women’s Prayer Group ladies are  
    crocheting/knitting the shawls, which are  
       then prayed over by the group before  
                being given to the recipient.  
 

  Recipients are those who are struggling or  
 going through a tough time, whether from  
    a serious health concern, grief, job loss,  
 and so forth. If you, or someone you know  
  would appreciate a prayer shawl, please  
         contact Helen Schnackenberg at  
                hschnack@hotmail.com. 

 * CHURCH FAMILY BULLETIN BOARD * 

Clothes Hangers. Available for free - tote in the narthex  
  (gathering area) at church. 

For Sale: Beeswax Candle 
Making Equipment. 
54# of beeswax, 1 large  
professional melter/spigot,  
28 different plastic molds,  
many different shaped metal 
molds including votives  and  
tea lites, all kinds of wicks, 
some scented oils.  
    

Call Lee Coombs,   
573-239-5055. 

“Wherever you go, no matter what the  

weather, always bring your own sunshine.”  

- Anthony J. D’Angelo  
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KENNETH THOMAS “TOM” HARRISON 

Kenneth Thomas “Tom” Harrison, 54, Centralia, MO passed away Monday, February 3, 2020 at his home. He was born                          
August 15, 1965 the son of the late Kenneth Harrison and the late Gayle (Leadley) Harrison. 

He will be sadly missed and lovingly remembered by one sister Rebecca Ellen Maasen and her husband Brian of Jefferson City, 
MO; one brother Donald William Harrison and his wife Brenda of Centralia, MO; nieces and nephews Andrew Maasen, Lainy 
Harrison and Lijah Harrison; two step nephews Trenton Barnes and Dylan Barnes; other relatives and many dear friends. 

♥    O U R   C H U R C H   F A M I L Y   c o n t i n u e d . . .    ♥ 

 

Tom was confirmed into the membership of Centralia UMC in May 1980 by Rev. Cleo Kottwitz. He was a 1986 graduate of                 
Centralia High School. He held several different jobs until his health began to fail. He loved the Kansas City Chiefs, music,                    
going to concerts, and camping. He enjoyed car shows, especially old Chevy trucks and taking road trips with his friends                   
when he felt well enough to get out. He leaves behind several dear friends that he considered his “brothers” and cherished                
the friendships he had not only with them, but also with all of his friends. 

Visitation and Celebration of Life were held February 10, 2020 at the Oliver Funeral Home in Centralia, MO, conducted by                    
Rev. Bill Schnackenberg. Inurnment was in Centralia City Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to the Kansas City 
Chiefs, for charitable contributions, c/o Oliver Funeral Home, P.O. Box 125, Centralia, MO 65240. Condolences may also be 
made to the family at www.oliverfuneralhome.net 

His love for Christ and the Church was evident in his great work ethic and even greater care for the people he served. Brent 
was a beloved pastor and friend and would never pass up the opportunity to tell a good story.  He enjoyed watching football, 
playing on church softball teams and going to the movies.  
 

In 2002, he married Mary Ann Beise and enjoyed 17 happy years of marriage together. His greatest joy in life was being with 
his wife, children, and grandchildren. He taught his family to serve the church and love God and that is his greatest legacy. 
 

He was preceded in death by his father Launce Mustoe Sr. and Rebecca Mustoe (Stutsman). He is survived by his wife Mary 
Ann Mustoe, his son Adam and wife Sarah, their children Aaron and Betsy, his daughter Kelly and husband Doug Johnston and 
their children, James and Meradith, his brother Launce Mustoe Jr. and wife Linda, their sons Launce Mustoe the 3rd (Trae) his 
wife Maranda and their son, Winston, Nicholas Mustoe and his wife Megan.  

 
 
 

New - Stephen Ministry!  “Bear one another’s burdens,  
 

and in this way  you will fulfill the law of Christ.” - Galatians 6:2 
 

We are so blessed and excited that Carolyn Williams has felt the  
call to begin a Stephen Ministry here at Centralia UMC! Stephen  
Ministry equips lay people (church members) to provide one-to-one 
Christian care to people in our congregation and community who  
are experiencing difficulties in their lives.  

 

Pastors will always be on the front lines of care, especially during times of crisis. But there are always many more needs for  
ongoing, one-to-one care than pastors can effectively meet by themselves. Through Stephen Ministry, gifted lay-people  
receive training to support and extend the care that pastors continue to provide.  
 

Interested? Training Classes will begin March 10th, and will be held every Tuesday at 1:00pm, in the Town & Country  
classroom at the end of the education hallway. For more general information, visit: www.stephenministries.org. For  
questions specifically about Stephen Ministry at CUMC, contact: Carolyn Williams, crwms715@gmail.com. 

 

James Brent Mustoe, age 65, of Lee’s Summit MO, passed away February 6, 2020. A memorial service  
was held at Grace United Methodist Church in Lee’s Summit on February 11, 2020, with visitation held  
prior. His family had a small private graveside service in Edina MO on February 12, 2020. In lieu of  
flowers, memorial contributions may be made to the Mozambique Initiative at: www.mzinitiative.com.  
 

Brent was born in Edina MO on May 18, 1954. Growing up Brent worked in the family grocery store, alongside his parents  
and brother. Together, they enjoyed playing football, basketball, bowling and tennis. After high school he attended Northeast  
Missouri State and later transferred to Asbury College where he majored in The Bible.  In 1978, he married Karen Lawton.  
In 1979, he graduated with a Master’s of Divinity from Asbury Theological Seminary and was later ordained an Elder in the 
United Methodist Church. Brent served churches in the Missouri Conference of the United Methodist Church for over 30  
years, including Centralia UMC from 1987-1991.  

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children  
of light - for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true.  

Try to find out what is pleasing to the Lord. - Ephesians 5:8-10 (NRSV) 

http://www.oliverfuneralhome.net/?fbclid=IwAR2t3qjHDzO20h3FV52JAgJ7_qzFqgoEKqqYW5UPi-jRtU8wPdwUZeX18zk
http://www.mzinitiative.com/

