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 A Publication of the Centralia United Methodist Church                    September 2020 

It sure has been a strange spring and summer this year, hasn’t it? I keep looking for ‘normal’ 
but the ‘old normal’ is no longer here. Nor will it be the ‘old normal’ ever again. I’ve got                  
reason to say that because I know this world is ever-changing. The word ‘unprecedented’                     
is now a part of our everyday vocabulary.  

But it’s time to realize that every new day is unprecedented. That’s the way God made us   
and the way God made all of creation. Sure, we have a lot of things that happen in much                
the same way every year, but it’s always with new people, new pressures, new events in                 
the news, or different weather – and so on. 

God made the world so that it inherently would change. And us with it.  

How many of us have gone back to homes we grew up in only to find how much smaller they 
seem now that we are bigger? Or going back to some other town or city only to find they’ve 
grown into something hard to recognize. Of course, the potholes are the same, but new 
streets and new houses have sprung up or they’ve become ghost towns.                      

Change is a basic part of life. Our bodies change over time. Our homes change over time.             
Our schools and kids and interests all change over time. We’re so used to those kinds of 
changes that we are no longer afraid of them. They just happen. And that is good, just                  
like God said at creation. 

But when something out of the ordinary creeps in we get anxious. And then we tend to say 
we want things to be the way they used to be. What if that came true? Do we mean the                 
way we remember simpler times, or the way our ancestors lived through simpler times?                     
At what point do we want to stop the world turning and get off? 

As we are going through our current changes, whether unprecedented or not, are we                       
turning our eyes to Jesus to see how we need to respond? There’s a good summary of                   
those attitudes and actions in Romans 12:9-21. Or are we spending our time worried                        
that the world is changing too fast? 

Jesus made us a promise. He said that he would be with us, walking beside us, till the end                   
of time. He didn’t put any other qualifiers in it. God promised the same thing to Abraham, 
Isaac, Jacob, and numerous others throughout God’s history with humanity. The world                  
was changing then, too. And the world has continued to change.   

We have faced countless calamities through the years. And those who follow Jesus know               
one thing – he is walking alongside us no matter what happens. And therein lies our hope,               
a hope that we must cling to during these ‘unprecedented’ times. God has never gone                     
back on his promises. Of that I can testify. 

Turning our faces toward Jesus will help. Guaranteed. 

May God bless each one of you! 

Pastor Bill       pastorbillcumc@gmail.com       573-397-8901 
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S E P T .  2 0 2 0   W O R S H I P  &  S U N D A Y  S C H E D U L E  

 

       September 13th 
        - Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost - 

 

      Pastor Bill’s message:  

    “Committed and Trusting” 
 
 

  Exodus 14:19-31;  
  Romans 14:8-12;  
 Matthew 18:21-35 

 

September 6th   - Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost -  
 
 

Communion Sunday: Our Lord’s Table is Prepared for All 
 

Start the new month right with worship and holy communion. 

Pastor Bill’s message: “Wear Your Hiking Shoes” 
 
 

      Exodus 12:1-8, 11, 14;  
      Romans 13:8-10;  

      Matthew 18:15-20 

 

September 20th   - Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost - 
 

 

Vital Ministry Sunday: 
BABY GRACE 

Juli Grace Yocum will be here  
to share! Juli’s message:  

“Community of Grace”  
Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, Hebrews 10:22-25 

 

www.babygrace.org 

  CURRENT Sunday Schedule  (as set by the CUMC Ad. Board earlier in the year.                                                     

They will review the schedule & pandemic situation again at the Sept. 8th meeting.) 
 
 

                     8:30am   Sunday School Hour  (see page 10 for class information) 
 

             9:30am   Fellowship Time: due to the pandemic, pre-packaged snacks only please. 
 

         10:00am   One Combined Service - in person w/ social distancing, or online - access  
                       at www.centraliaumc.org or www.facebook.com/CentraliaUMC 

 

 

September 27th  - Seventeenth Sunday after Pentecost - 
 
 

Pastor Bill’s message:  
 
 

“What Authority?” 
 
 
 

    Exodus 17:1-7;  
    Philippians 2:1-13;  
    Matthew 21:23-32 

 

Share the Love, not the Germs: Coronavirus Updates  

                                                                                    The CUMC Administrative Board continues to monitor the pandemic 
                       situation, and encourages everyone to abide by the most recent 
                                                                                Boone County Health Department guidelines, which include: 
  

 Know the symptoms, and stay home if you have them or are not feeling well: 
 Fever   Cough (not allergies/chronic)  Shortness of Breath/Difficulty breathing 
 Fatigue   Know you’ve been exposed  New loss of taste or smell 
 Sore throat  Nausea, vomiting, diarrhea  Headache, muscle or body aches 
 

 Maintain social distancing, which is keeping at least 6 feet between yourself and anyone not in your                                              
immediate household, as much as possible. 

 

 Wearing of facemasks is recommended, especially when 6 feet of social distancing cannot                                                              
be maintained. We have disposable masks available on the table at back of sanctuary. 

 

 Wash your hands with soap and water for at least 20 seconds, as frequently as possible,                                                                           
or use hand sanitizer with more than 60% alcohol (available at back of sanctuary). 

 

 Avoid touching your face with your hands, and avoid sharing items with others. 
 

 Refrain from shaking hands, hugging, or otherwise touching those outside your household. 
 

 Cover coughs or sneezes with something other than your hands (or mask); ie. cough into                                                                       
your elbow, sneeze into a tissue or handkerchief. 

 

 High Risk individuals should take particular care (please see CDC guidelines) 
 

 “Buffet style” food service is not currently permitted, so we’re now having a modified “Food                       
& Fellowship” table, with  pre-packaged snacks, bottled water, and coffee in “to go” cups.  

 

 These regulations are for the intent of the community taking steps to reopen and                                           
recover, while still implementing measures to check the spread of disease and protect 
high risk individuals. 

 

 Thank you for your patience, and let’ s all be kind to one another during this challenging time! 

    (Lectionary: Exodus 16:2-15; Phil. 1:27-30; Matt. 20:1-16.) 
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 O U R    F A I T H    I N    A C T I O N 

B U D D Y   P A C K S   M A K E   A   D I F F E R E N C E 
 

“It gives me food when I need it. It helps my family out in ways you couldn’t even imagine.”  
                      - Buddy Pack Recipient 

T H E   N E E D 
Studies show children who face food insecurity are more likely to repeat experience problems at  
school, are more likely to suffer from anxiousness and irritability and tend to have to repeat a grade at  
school more often than peers who are not food insecure. Teachers report improved grades, behavior and  
social skills when children receive Buddy Pack nutrition compared to food insecure peers who do not receive Buddy Packs. 
 

             T H E   S O L U T I O N 
     The Buddy Pack Program of The Food Bank for Central and Northeast Missouri distributes food on Fridays  
         to children who rely on free or reduced-price school lunches. Buddy Packs are bags of shelf-stable, kid- 
            friendly nutrition which are distributed to children at elementary and some middle schools. The Food  
                            Bank also provides food to older students through school pantries. A $180 donation, or just $15 per  
                month provides a Buddy Pack to a child in our community for an entire school year.  We are receiving 
     our  8/30 and 9/6 noisy offerings for The Buddy Pack program - please give generously as you are able. 
 

       CUMC member Morgan Hahn serves as the Centralia Buddy Pack Coordinator, communicating with 
                                    The Food Bank and our local schools to make sure the packs are delivered to the schools each week. 
                        Different local churches are each responsible for a month during the school year. Our month to  
                                             pick up and deliver Buddy Packs is September, so please let Morgan know if you’re interested  
                    in helping with this (or contact the church office). We’ll need someone for the 2nd, 3rd, and  
              4th weeks of September (pick up either Wed. evenings or Thurs mornings).  It takes a good  
 size vehicle (SUV, station wagon, pickup) to accommodate all of them, and the ability to lift and carry the  
 packs. Contact: Morgan Hahn, 573-682-4392 (cell/text) 
   

About The Food Bank for Central and Northeast Missouri 
 

The Food Bank for Central & Northeast Missouri is a regional disaster and hunger relief network that acquires and distributes 
millions of pounds of food annually to partner agencies across a 32-county area. A member of Feeding America, The Food  
Bank is able to work with manufacturers, wholesalers, processors, growers, retailers and restaurants to secure donations and 
food at reduced costs. Because of these partnerships, they are able to turn every dollar into $21 worth of groceries! 
 

The Food Bank works with 140 food pantries, soup kitchens, shelters and other agencies to ensure food gets to those who need 
it most. They are the only food bank in the state to provide that food at no charge to other organizations.  Food boxes from  
The Food Bank are distributed in Centralia through the Sunnydale Seventh Day Adventist Community Center on Hwy. 22. 
 

September is Hunger Action Month! Learn more about this and The Food Bank at www.sharefoodbringhope.org. 

 

        “Festival of Sharing” - Saturday, Sept. 12 in Macon, MO 
 

Festival of Sharing, which in years past was one event in Sedalia, now exists as several regional  
"Share Fests" around the state. The one closest to us is in Macon on Saturday, Sept. 12th.  
Kit Drop-Off is 9:00-11:30am. Festival of Sharing is a statewide, ecumenical cooperative response  
to hunger, poverty and injustice. When people of faith come together and share, we can make a  
positive and powerful difference in the lives of our neighbors. 
 

The regional ShareFests are being planned as drive-through, limited-contact events this year. A  

great way to be involved is to collect items for  

any of the various kits and packs that will be gathered at the ShareFests. 

The most-needed items are Family Food Boxes, Hygiene Kits and Paper 

Product Packs. Item lists for these packs are available on the hall  

“sign up” table, or visit the website www.festivalofsharing.org  
for more information. Another great way to help is to tie  

fleece blankets! Contact the church office for details. 
 

Please keep all of the Festival of Sharing events in prayer.  
For the most up-to-date information on the Macon event,  
please go to:  www.festivalofsharing.org/northeast-region-macon.html  
 

The regional Share Fests around the state are happening on Saturdays 
from Sept. 12 through Oct. 10, so if you want to tie fleece or donate to  
a pack beyond Sept. 12th, they just need to be completed prior to  
October 10th. Thank you! 
 

Festival of Sharing Quilt Auction: November 14 in Columbia 
   9:00-11:30am    Quilt previewing, Silent Auction, Craft Booths 
       11:00am        Lunch & Dessert (free will donation) 
       12:30pm        Live Quilt Auction beings! 
 

   More info. at:  http://www.festivalofsharing.org/quilt-auction.html  

http://www.festivalofsharing.org/northeast-region-macon.html
http://www.festivalofsharing.org/quilt-auction.html
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 . . .  m o r e   F A I T H   I N   A C T I O N  . . . 

Bishop Farr’s MOTO RALLY FOR MOZAMBIQUE: September 19 and 20, 2020 
 

Join Missouri Bishop Bob Farr as he travels around the Missouri Conference on his Harley in support  
of the Mozambique Initiative! The purpose of the ride is to raise money to purchase motorcycles for 
United Methodist pastors in Mozambique. In remote areas that lack good roads, motorcycles are the 
most common and practical form of transportation. Motorcycles can help  
pastors with multiple charges serve their congregations more effectively. These 
rides will take place Sept. 19 & 20 this year, and riders may join for all or part: 

 

Sept. 19: Mid-Missouri Ride (Osage Beach - Rolla - Farmington - Festus) 
Sept. 20: Missouri River Ride (Eureka - Hermann - Manchester) 
 

New this year - Motorcycle Auction! This 2003 Big Dog, Bulldog motorcycle           
is being auctioned off and all of the proceeds will be used to purchase                         
motorcycles for the Mozambique Initiative. With just over 3,000 miles,  
this bike has a 124 cubic inch SS engine, a Baker 6 speed transmission, external belt drive, and upgraded wiring. It is chromed 
to the max and produces a lot of power. Auction begins Sept. 10. More information coming soon on how this Big Dog can be 
yours!  Learn more at: https://mzinitiative.com/moto-rally/  

          Once Again Collecting Milk Jugs for Mobility (P.E.T.)! 
 

       Mobility Worldwide (P.E.T.) is once again collecting milk jugs to ship with the P.E.T.  
                     carts, so please start bringing them in again. Clean and dry gallon or half gallon milk  
                  (or other food/beverage) jugs with lids are accepted. Susan Cornett, who takes our jugs  
 to Columbia, commented that we are doing a great job of providing clean jugs, so keep up 

the good work! Collection bin is in the hallway towards to back door, next to 
the recycling bins. Please place lid in basket on table next to bin.  
 

Mobility Worldwide - Columbia has moved to their new facility! They have 

scheduled a Virtual Open House for September 17th at 12pm. Grab some                                    
lunch and “come join us on a virtual tour of our new cart production facility! You'll get a  
behind-the-scenes look at our staff in action, and how we produce our Mobility Carts  
that help so many in need.” https://www.facebook.com/events/302915114270555/ 
 

Mobility Worldwide (formerly P.E.T. - Personal Energy Transportation) is one of our Vital Ministries, which we  
support through volunteering, prayer and financial contributions. To learn more, visit: www.GiftofMobility.org. 

Have you heard about the Habitat for Humanity Habitat ReStore?  
 

The ReStore is a division of Show-Me Central Habitat for Humanity. “We sell gently used, 
overstocked, and discontinued items donated by the community. The donated items are 
used to build houses for low-income families or offered for sale to the general public to  
raise funds for building houses.  
 

The ReStore is open to anyone during normal business hours (see below). It is a great place to find discounted appliances,  
furniture, windows, doors, cabinets, vanities, plumbing supplies, & much more. Come on by and discover your creative side.”  

1305 Business Loop 70 East in Columbia MO. The regular store hours are Tuesday - Saturday, 8:30am - 4:00pm. Learn more 
about Show-Me Central Habitat for Humanity at: www.showmehabitat.org and/or www.facebook.com/ShowMeHabitat  

School Supply Wrap-Up and Thank You’s! 
 

Our annual community School Supply Give-Away was held on August 16 this year, and 
was another successful ministry. We had many of the families pre-register, and we held 
the event outdoors to minimize personal contact, due to the current pandemic. We were 
able to provide school supplies for 110 students from 51 local families, and offered to 
pray over them and pray for their concerns. 
 

THANK YOU to everyone who supported this ministry through prayer,  
        donations and volunteering! Special thank you’s this year to:  
 Our fantastic volunteers - we couldn’t do it without you! 
 First Christian Church and Holy Spirit Catholic Churches - monetary contributions, 
 Prenger Foods - Centralia for allowing us to put “coin collection cans” out, and 
 Ginny Zoellers - Centralia Chamber of Commerce and the Salvation Army Assistance 
 Fund for providing two of our most expensive items, headphones and calculators. 
 

School Supply Coordinator Mary Ann Sander shops for school supplies year-round, always 
looking for sales and bargains. Now is a great time to shop for supplies that may on sale   

or clearance following the initial back-to-school rush. You are welcome to bring donations  
  to church any time. Also remember that we have most of the supplies here in storage year-round, so if your  
  family or someone you know has a need for supplies during the school year, please contact the church  
  office or Mary Ann at 573-682-4104 (cell/text). Have a blessed 2020-2021 school year, Panthers and friends! 

https://mzinitiative.com/moto-rally/
https://www.facebook.com/events/302915114270555/
https://www.facebook.com/ShowMeHabitat
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M E T H O D I S T   F R E E   C A F É   C O M M U N I T Y   M E A L 
 

Wed. Sept. 30th, 5:00-7:00pm.  Our regular end-of-the-month free 

community meal (carry-out/delivery at this time). Food and volunteers  
will be needed - please watch announcements closer to date.  

Coordinator: Mary Ann Sander, 573-682-4104 (cell/text) 

 

 . . .  m o r e   F A I T H   I N   A C T I O N  ! 

 

 M I S S O U R I   A N N U A L   C O N F E R E N C E   2 0 2 0 

2020 Missouri Annual Conference Report - Russ Greene, Jr., CUMC Lay Member to Annual Conference. 
 

Like everything else, Annual Conference this year was very abnormal!  Usually we meet in Springfield for 3-4 days to conduct 
the business of the church, hear great music and preaching and commission new ministers in the Missouri Conference.  This 
year Annual Conference was mostly on the internet.  The usual committee reports were available to view online prior to the 
day when the virtual session occurred. 
 

Pastor Bill and I preregistered and were given access to the virtual session that was held on Saturday morning August 22. 
Prior to that, Pastor Bill participated in the Clergy Session on June 5.  Bishop Farr presided and we voted on the items that 
were presented by responding to a link and the votes were tallied within minutes.  There were no significant items  
presented.  The controversial issue of human sexuality has been delayed since General Conference was postponed until  
next year.  That issue will come before the Missouri Conference after it is decided at General Conference. 
 

The conference budget for 2021 was set at $12.7 million which  
was a reduction of $1.2 million or 8.6%.  This budget is funded by 
apportionments that come from all the churches. Last year there 
were 729 churches in Missouri and 576 of them paid 100% or more 
of their apportionment.  Centralia was part of that group!  Thank 
you for your support. 
 

Among the 19 churches that were closed during the last year 
were Keytesville and Smith Chapel in Fayette.  Covid has been very hard on small churches. I want to mention again that  
Pastor Bill was received as an Associate Member of the Missouri Conference during a  Commissioning Service that was held 
on Saturday afternoon at Missouri UMC in Columbia.  Also, at that service there were 7 provisional elders commissioned. 
 

The final business of the annual conference is “fixing the appointments” of the pastors to churches.  I am glad to report  
that Pastor Bill and Helen are again serving us here in Centralia. Thank you for the privilege of serving as your Lay Delegate 
to Annual Conference.  Let me know if you have any questions about the  
proceedings. 
 

Russ Greene 
573-808-0992,  
rcg14@outlook.com 
 

Photos: Pastor Bill being commissioned 
by Bishop Robert Farr, and Pastor Bill & 
Helen in the beautiful Missouri United 

Methodist sanctuary in Columbia 
 following the Commissioning service. 

 

Congratulations, Pastor Bill! 

 

Ministerial Alliance Teacher & School Staff Appreciation Luncheon 
 

Thank you to everyone who contributed to the noisy offerings for our share of this year’s luncheon!  
The churches of the Ministerial Alliance were honored to once again provide a back-to-school meal  
for the teachers and staff of the Centralia R-VI school district. Due to the pandemic, this year’s meal  
was served as pre-packaged box lunches to the staff while they met at CHS on August 21st. Many  
thanks to the volunteers at Holy Spirit Catholic Church, this year's host church, for preparing the  
boxed lunches. Teachers, administrators, school staff, students and families - we are keeping you  
all in prayer for a safe and healthy year of learning and growing!  
 

 

Holy Spirit Catholic, CUMC, Cornerstone Baptist,  
Crossroads Cathedral Assembly of God, First Baptist,  
First Christian, Friendship, Good Shepherd  
Lutheran & Parkview Christian Churches 

“Train up a child in the way they should go,  

and even when they are old they will not  

depart from it.” - Proverbs 22:6 

“All - I cannot begin to thank you enough for (yesterday’s) lunch. It is wonderful to have the relationships and partnerships  
we have here in Centralia - it is truly unique. Thank you for your support.” - Dr. Steven Chancellor, School Superintendent 


