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As I write this, I realize that January is nearly over – that’s one-twelfth of the year –  
already. And we still have so much to do! And so much life to live! 
 

This time of year, mid-winter, often brings times of feeling the let-down after the  
Christmas holidays. Especially after nearly a year of COVID. Sure, we have the Super  
Bowl to liven things up, but even that will be different. It certainly is not the old normal  
way of doing things. 
 

And then comes Ash Wednesday, which begins the Lenten season, a time of preparation 
and renewal. The season emphasizes following Christ, living a life of prayer, and learning 
how best to serve God. The season of Lent gives us the opportunity to turn our focus  
toward God and what God has for us to do. 
 

This year in particular is a year that we really need God to show us the way. We’ve been 
through a lot – physically, emotionally, economically, politically. We need God to show  
us how to live beyond the last year’s trials and tribulations. God has stuff for us to do.  
But many of us don’t consider ourselves worthy of working for God.  
 

I remember the story of Nathanael in the Gospel of John. When Philip found Nathanael  
hiding under a big old fig tree and told him about being called by Jesus, the man from  
Nazareth, Nathanael scoffed and did his best to put down Jesus. “Nazareth? You’ve  
gotta be kidding.” Nathanael didn’t think anyone from another town or region could  
do anything good. Sounds cynical and bigoted, doesn’t it?  

          Sign up  
           today for  

  Secret Valentines! 
         

        See page 11 ... 

“Come  

See” 

Philip’s simple response was “Come and see for yourself.” And so he did. 
 

Nathanael didn’t think much of himself. He tried to build himself up by putting other people down. He basically thought of 
himself as a nobody. He knew he had nothing good to offer. Hiding under a fig tree so he couldn’t be found was his way to 
avoid taking on responsibilities. So when Jesus saw him coming, he made him a disciple,  
an apostle, a witness to a better way to live. 
 

Jesus does that. He takes ordinary people like Nathanael, or fishermen like Simon and  
Andrew, James and John, and turns them into witnesses of living. Those folks were not  
the socially elite of the time. They were not rich and famous. Just ordinary. And Jesus  
used them to change the world. 
                Continued on next page... 
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                     W O R S H I P 
“As a member of this congregation, I will faithfully participate in its ministries                  

by my prayers, my presence, my gifts, my service and my witness.”  

Join us for Worship in February! 
 

Current Sunday Schedule - subject to change due to the 
  pandemic (we’re prayerfully hopeful that won’t happen.) 
 
 

    8:30 am   Sunday School (some classes meeting) 
 ~ 9:30 am   Food & Fellowship 

 10:00 am   Worship Service (in-person or online) 
 
 

  Feb. 7       5th Sunday after the Epiphany - 

       Isaiah 40:27-31, I Corinthians 9:16-18, and Mark 1:29-39 
       Pastor Bill’s message: “What’s Beyond the Miracle” 
 

Feb. 14                
        2 Kings 2:9-13, 2 Corinthians 4:5-6, and Mark 9:2-9 
        Pastor Bill’s message: “The Miracle of Light” 
 

Feb. 21          
        Genesis 9:8-17; 1 Peter 3:8-9, 17-18; and Mark 1:9-15 
        Pastor Bill’s message: “This is a Sign” 
 

Feb. 28       

        Genesis 17:1-7, 15-16; Romans 4:20 - 5:1; and Mark 8:31-38 
        Pastor Bill’s message: “Your Lives are Not Your Own” 

“...by my presence” 

Pastor’s message continued... 
 

If you are at all like Nathanael and think you have nothing to give to God, try out Jesus. Come and see what Jesus has for you. 
I don’t mean that everyone should be a preacher. But God has given each one of us certain traits and characteristics, certain 
abilities and situations in which and through which we can serve God. God has already begun equipping us to do the work of 
changing the world through peace and compassion. 
 

The prophet Micah gave us God’s guidelines – we are called to do justice, to love kindness, and  
to walk humbly with God. And when we do that, we are serving God and changing the world.  
    

Why? So that God’s kingdom may become manifest on earth as it is in heaven. God loves 
you so much, each and every one of you! No one can take that away. It’s a gift.  
 

And we can share that gift. It never runs out. That’s a ministry we all can do! 
 

Blessings to you all who read this! 

         - Pastor Bill 
Pastor Bill’s Words  
of the Month, for  

prayer and reflection:  
 

“Come and See” Rev. Bill Schnackenberg, Pastor. pastorbillcumc@gmail.com. 573-397-8901 (cell/text) 

And a voice came  

from heaven,  

“You are my Son,  

the Beloved;  

with you I am  

well pleased.”  
 
 

- Mark 1:11 NRSV 

Pandemic Updates 
 

As of the end of January, the Covid case numbers in Boone county are trending down, and vaccinations are underway.   
The situation seems to be improving, but of course we have a ways to go. So, we need to continue our measures to  
help keep each other healthy.  
 For in-person worship, we are currently asking that you refrain from singing out loud, as this has been shown to be a                   
          very easy way to transmit the virus, as particles are projected out into the air (even with a mask on). 
 For that reason, our music is being pre-recorded at this time. 
 For in-person worship, face masks & social distancing are required.  
 

The online worship option continues, so anyone who feels safer staying                                                                                                              
at home, or is not able to physically join us, or whatever the reason,  
can worship virtually instead. The livestream is posted to: 
 www.youtube.com “Centralia Mo United Methodist Church” 
 www.facebook.com/CentraliaUMC 
After the initial livestream, the service will remain available on those  
sites as a recorded video that can be watched any time. (There may  
be a bit of a delay immediately after the livestream ends.) 
 

For those joining online, we need your help, please! We need to  
know you’re there, so please click “like” and/or leave a comment, or contact the church office during the week to let us 
know. This includes those who watch at a later time during the week - we want your attendance too, please. We have to  
keep attendance records and report them to the Conference. (The names are only for our church records, we do not  
report names.) Thank you very much for your help with this! 
 

Please feel free to contact Pastor Bill or Administrative Board Chair Nathan Chitwood with any questions. Pastor Bill’s  
contact information is shown at the top of the page. Nathan: natewood@aol.com, 573-424-1775 (cell/text) 
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ASH WEDNESDAY & THE SEASON OF LENT  

The church/liturgical calendar: The Season after Epiphany, Ash Wednesday and Lent 
 

There are six distinct periods of Christian observances, with each focusing on a different aspect of the Christian experience  
and tradition. The six seasons are: Advent, Christmas, The Season After Epiphany, Lent, Easter and The Season After Pentecost. 
 

The Season After Epiphany runs from Jan. 7 through the day before Ash Wednesday, (Ash Wed. is Feb. 17 this year). The 
liturgical colors, (which are the colors of the banners/altar cloth) for the Season after Epiphany are white for the first Sunday 
(Baptism of the Lord) and last Sunday (Transfiguration, Feb. 14 this year), and green - which represents growth - for the rest  
of the season. Its central theme is the calling of disciples and the early ministry of Jesus. 
 

On the final Sunday before Ash Wednesday, we celebrate the Transfiguration of the Lord. The transfiguration is an event  
described in the New Testament when Jesus is transfigured and becomes radiant in glory upon a mountain. At that time,  
the voice of God spoke to the disciples, saying “This is my Son... Listen to him!” This event leads us into the season of Lent... 
 

Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent - a time for reflection and preparation for Easter. The use of ashes as a sign of 
mortality and repentance has a long history in Jewish and Christian worship, and the Imposition of Ashes can be a powerful 
nonverbal and experiential way of participating in the call to repentance and reconciliation. 

 

               Ash Wednesday: February 17, 2021 

 

           Drive-thru Imposition of Ashes with Blessing 
 

                6:00-7:00 a.m.  and/or  6:00-7:00 p.m. 

Drive thru our southwest covered entrance loop (see image/diagram below).  
Pastor Bill will give a blessing and imposition of ashes with a new  
disposable swab for each person. You will also receive a devotional  

leaflet to use as you wish. This is open to all, no requirement  
to be a Methodist, so feel free to invite friends! 

Create in me a clean 

heart, O God, and 

put a new and right 

spirit within me.  
                     

                           - Psalm 51:10                                    

             NRSV 

Walking in the Wilderness: Online Lenten Retreat with The Upper Room 
 

Living through a pandemic, and other social and political upheaval, can feel a lot like wandering in exile through a spiritual  
desert. We may feel like we’re walking  in the wilderness, but we are not alone. The Holy Spirit travels with each of us. 
 

The Upper Room is offering an online “retreat” during Lent, and currently offering it for only $15,  
which is 50% off the regular price! The retreat will feature Beth A. Richardson’s book  
Walking in the Wilderness: Seeking God During Lent, and a variety  of elements: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

There are also private group breakout rooms available for an additional fee. The book is available  
for $13.99 from The Upper Room bookstore (https://bookstore.upperroom.org), purchase optional.  
Please contact the church office for scholarship assistance. For more information on this and other  
eCourses, visit: https://urelearning.upperroom.org, or contact the church office. 

 Daily devotional readings from the book, available in the online classroom. 
 Weekly live worship service with The Upper Room staff & friends, Wednesdays at 11 am. (Central) 
 Weekly conversations with the author Beth A. Richardson. 
 Space for comments and interaction with other eCourse participants. 
 All live sessions will be recorded and available for viewing. 

The Season of Lent is a period of 40 days, not counting Sundays, 
which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy Saturday.  
 

Lent comes from the Anglo Saxon word lencten, meaning “lengthen”  
and refers to the lengthening days of spring. The forty day period  
represents the time Jesus spent in the wilderness, enduring the  
temptation of Satan and preparing to begin his ministry. 
 

Lent is a time of repentance, and preparation for the coming of  
Easter. It is a time of self-examination and reflection. In the early 
church, Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation for  
baptism by new converts and then became a time of penance by  
all Christians. Today, Christians focus on relationship with God,  
                 growing as disciples  

and extending ourselves, often choosing to give up something or to volunteer 
and give of ourselves for others. Choose something that draws you to God. 
 

Sundays in Lent are not counted in the forty days because each Sunday  
represents a "mini-Easter." This is why you will see the designation "Sunday  
in Lent" rather than "Sunday of Lent" in the naming of these Sundays. On  
each Lord's Day in Lent, while Lenten fasts continue, the reverent spirit of  
Lent is tempered with joyful anticipation of the Resurrection.  
 

The liturgical color, (which are the colors of the banners and altar clothes) for 
Lent is purple, which symbolizes penance, sacrifice and preparation. It is also  
the color of royalty, as Jesus is indeed our king. 

Ash Wednesday Drive-Thru 

https://www.umc.org/en/content/ask-the-umc-when-did-ash-wed-begin-and-why-do-we-celebrate-it
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A D M I N .   B O A R D   &   S T E W A R D S H I P   N E W S 

Thank You to our out-going Administrative Board and Nominations Committee 
members. Your service to our church family has been truly appreciated! 

 
 

Nikki Banta, Nominations Comm., 2018-2020 

Phyllis Brown, Trustees, 2018-2020 
Beth Crum, SPPR, 2018-2020 

Russ Greene, Jr., Lay Member to Annual Conf., 2018-2020 
Russ Greene III, Finance, 2018-2020 

Morgan Hahn, Nominations Comm., 2020 

Lacey Pavlak, Nominations Comm., 2018-2020 
Abby Sudbrock, Treasurer, 2018-2020 

 2021 Administrative “Ad.” Board Members  (new members or serving in a new/different position shown in bold/blue) 
 
 

Chairperson  Nathan Chitwood  
Pastor   Bill Schnackenberg  
Lay Leader .  .  .  .  .  .  . Nathan Chitwood 
Lay Member  Charles Palmer 
Finance, Chair  Russ Greene III 
Finance .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Duane Nix, Greg Ray 
Financial Secretary Nadine Lorts 
Treasurer  Sally Palmer 

 
 
 
 
 

The Board generally meets monthly, and the schedule varies. 
Contact: Board Chair Nathan Chitwood 

573-424-1775 (cell/text). Email: natewood@aol.com 

Lay Member = Lay Member to Annual Conference.  SPPR = Staff Pastor Parish Relations (“personnel”). 
Trustees = Facilities/Building & Grounds.  Finance Secretary manages income; Treasurer manages expenses. 

 

 

     Greetings and blessings from the Lord!  
 

     The Church Finance/Stewardship Team would like to share with you our finances for the year of 
     2020. While it was certainly the most  challenging year many members could recall, the Love and 
     Stewardship our members exhibited to the Lord through our church was amazing! 
 

We started 2020 with a budget of $258,000. Once the Covid pandemic hit, the Missouri Conference decided to reduce the 
local church apportionment payments by 25%, so that brought us to an adjusted budget of $251,000. By the time November 
was over, we were still $58,000 away from meeting budget, in what seemed an insurmountable challenge.  
 

However, the month of December was full of blessings, and we ended the year only $8,000 short  
of our adjusted budget amount! Thank you for your discipleship of giving. Another great thank  
you goes to our staff for reducing expenses throughout the year, that was very impactful as well. 
 

Now, it is always disappointing to miss our budget, and that shows we need to refocus some  
energy on what part the Stewardship Ministry plays in our church, and there will be more on  
that as the year gets started. But with such a challenging year of 2020, we wanted to pass  
along our heartfelt thanks for the faithfulness and generosity of our great church. 
 

Thank you! 
Russ Greene III, Finance Chair   Duane Nix, Finance Member  Greg Ray, Finance Member 
918-605-6996, russgmutgr@yahoo.com  Nadine Lorts, Finance Secretary  Sally Palmer, Treasurer  

Trustees, Chair  .  .  .  .   Steve Ingebritson 
Trustees     Sam Sudbrock, Russ Greene, Jr. 
SPPR, Chair  Seth Lafferty 
SPPR  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Lynn Behrns, Jamie Pearson 
Memorials  Bev Reynolds 
Council on Ministries Sam Jennings 
U.M. Women  .  .  .  .  . Nancy Sweezer 
Recorder    Tammy Chitwood (alt. Morgan Hahn) 

Thank you for your continued giving! Your financial giving is needed  
to sustain the ministries of our church. If you’re here in person, please  

drop your offering in the plate at the back of the sanctuary. 
 

For those joining online, you may mail your offering check to: Centralia  
UMC, PO Box 108, Centralia MO 65240; have your bank send a draft to 

CUMC from your account, or drop off your contribution during office hours. 

You may include the “Noisy”/Special Offering on the same check; simply 
note on the envelope and/or check memo the name (Feb. 7 & 14 will  

be: “Baby Grace”) and amount to go to the special offering.  
 

Thank you very much! May you be blessed, as you bless others. 

 

Faithful Stewards & Generous Givers: Tithes and Offerings 
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C H I L D R E N ’ S   &   Y O U T H   M I N I S T R I E S 

Souper Bowl of Caring: Help Tackle Hunger!  
 

If you’ve been joining us for worship recently, you know that Elyse has been talking about our 

“Souper Bowl of Caring” mission. Through Feb. 7, our children’s and youth Sunday School classes/ 

groups are collecting cans of soup and any non-perishable food items to give 

to local pantries, such as Esther’s Pantry at the Assembly of God church.  
 

The Souper Bowl of Caring began in 1990 with a simple prayer from a single  

youth group: “Lord, even as we enjoy the Super Bowl football game, 

help us be mindful of those without a bowl of soup to eat.” 
 

Since then, it has become a powerful movement that transforms the time around the Big Game into 

the nation’s largest celebration of giving and caring for those in need. Through this mission, young 

people learn to make a positive difference in the world as they collect food, raise money and serve                

at hunger-relief charities and show caring and compassion in local communities across the country.  
 

 We’re having a friendly competition between the classes, with a collection box                                 

for each class/group. Support the class/group of your choice by placing your                              

donations in their box. Thank you for your support!  
 

 We have some youth available to come pick up donations if you’re homebound                                 

or not getting out due to Covid. Please contact the church office to arrange.  

 

 Souper Bowl donations are due to the church by 11am on Sunday Feb. 7th! 
 

 Learn more about this nation-wide project at: www.tacklehunger.org 

Centralia UMC 

“Life’s most persistent and urgent question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’ ”  

- Martin Luther King, Jr. 

9th Annual Dinner & Auction has been POSTPONED. 
 

Our 9th Annual Dinner & Auction had been scheduled for Feb. 20th. Unfortunately the coronavirus 
pandemic situation has not improved enough yet, so the event is currently “on hold.” We’ll                             
re-evaluate in late February-early March and hopefully be able to move forward at that time.                            
Any questions or concerns, please contact Coordinator Amy Fair at 573-682-7281 (cell/text). 

 

Elyse Travis,  
Director of Children’s  

& Youth Ministries 
 

217-577-5908 
  

elysemarietravis 
@gmail.com 

S U N D A Y   S C H O O L   C L A S S   N E W S 
 

High School Youth (9th-12th grades): currently meeting online via Zoom  

on Sunday evenings at 6:30pm, with Carly Henke and Elyse Travis. Contact  

Carly at: 573-682-0045 (cell/text) or carlyhenke@gmail.com; contact  

Elyse at 217-577-5908 (cell/text) or elysemarietravis@gmail.com. 
 

Middle School Youth (6th-8th grades): currently meeting online via  

Zoom on Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm, with Mary Ann Sander. Contact  

Mary Ann at: 573-682-4104 (cell/text) or mynn2106@gmail.com 
 

Children (preschool - 5th grades): beginning Zoom class meetings on Sunday, Feb. 7th at 8:45am, 

with Cindy Cummins. For children at CUMC with their parents attending Urban & Rural class, you  

may attend in person with masks and social distancing! The class will also be recorded and posted  

for viewing later, too. Laura Pavlak is assisting with the Zoom portion, you may contact her at  

573-682-7193, lbpavlak@gmail.com. 

→ → →  Everyone is welcome in our classes - invite your friends!  ← ← ← 


